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lost this atmosphere now. It's a great pity. I don't say the
Conservative Party hasn't committed great faults, but people
forget that in this country men are accustomed to being led.
And Billow who wished to change his majority by excluding
the Centre thought he could establish it in a Conservative-
Liberal "Block" which wasn't very practicable. This "Block"
could only have been kept going by dint of energy, instead
of which Bulow in presenting his proposals for financial
reform, sought only more or less skilful compromises which
didn't impress the Conservatives.

I learnt in Berlin the Emperor had been against a dissolu-
tion of Parliament eighteen months ago and that he only
gave way owing to the insistence of Billow pushed on by
Holstein in the background. The Emperor was quite right,
he shouldn't have allowed himself to be carried along by
his Chancellor who didn't show himself to be very clear-
sighted. Poor Gallifet1 has just died and I'm very upset
about it. Although he was ten years older than me we had
known each other since our earliest childhood. At Paris he
came almost daily to my grandmother's house and paid con-
stant visits to Rochcotte. I can't see him, go without feeling
pain. I don't know whether he saw a priest before departing
to render an account to God of his adventurous life. They
write me that he has left a letter for the War Minister asking
to be buried without military honours and they're respecting
his wishes. No-one deserved them more than he.

Last Spring having arranged all my papers, I had in my
hand my correspondence with the General and I was t-hfn Icing
to myself last night that the person -who possessed these
letters after me might find things of great interest and some
very witty reflections amongst them, but also some rather
naughty ones too !

1 General the Marquis de Gallifet distinguished himself in the Franco-
German War in 1870. He was French Minister for War in 1899.
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